AMG 2010 MID TERM BUDGET SPEAKING NOTES

10TH MARCH, 2010

PLEASE CHECK TO DELIVERY


We are debating the mid term budget at a time when people are hurting more than ever before; unemployment level is unprecedented; people are losing their homes to foreclosure daily; the murder rate is at a record level; the middle class is being destroyed; and, the misery index is higher than at any time in living memory.

Bahamians would love to lift up their heads to the rising sun and march on to glory.

This budget does not give that hope. There is no transparency and there is no accountability.

The Westminster system of governance contemplates that all members of Parliament (Her Majesty; the Senate and the House of Assembly) will be involved in governing. It also contemplates that when one political party loses the government, it will build upon what the previous party left in place.

In the early 1990s I was a member of the BEC Board. We at that time planned the Family Island electrification program and arranged for its financing. We lost to government in 1992. The FNM became the government and met the Family Island electrification program in place.  As is the convention and as is expected in good governance, it implemented the program and received and claimed accolades for it. 

In 2002, we met $125 Million unrevealed debt, cruise port infrastructure in shambles (tyres as bollards); the main runway at the airport in a dangerous state of disrepair; the road improvement program at a hiatus and a bleak outlook. As is expected in governance, we accepted our lot and went to work to build The Bahamas for the benefit of Bahamians. We were so successful that the IMF predicted 4% growth for 3 consecutive years. The middle class was strong. New businesses were starting. Hundreds of houses were being built, by government and the private sector. Bahamian contractors were “too” busy. The economy was booming.
We found unconnected water pipes on the ground in Inagua and Deadman’s Cay. We put reverse osmosis systems in those Islands. I can still recall a priest who grew up in Inagua talking about how good he felt to go home and have a shower INSIDE the house. 

We lit up 23 Family Island airports. I remember car lights on the runway so that we could land in Mayaguana. Do you know what a difference it made in the lives of our sisters and brothers in the Family Islands to be able to take off an land at night at their airports? Can you imagine what it means to be able to be airlifted 24/7 in the event of emergency?

We were committed to Family Island development and that is why we put so much more infrastructure in the Family Islands. I will never forget launching the program of direct contact with the Registrar General’s Department over the internet from Ragged Island. This meant that our brothers and sisters in the Family Islands no longer had to fly to Nassau to do business with the Registrar General’s Department. Do you know how much time, money and inconvenience that saved them?

Economists said that unemployment was headed to an irreducible minimum. Those same economists say that unemployment is now the highest that it has ever been in The Bahamas. They say that comparing employment statistics in the 1970s with employment statistics today is like comparing apples and oranges. The statistics were collected and collated in the 1970s in a COMPLTELY DIFFERENT way than they are collected and collated today. Unemployment was at 14.2% in December 2009. (see Table 1 of the mid term budget communiqué).  We know that it has increased since then. Imagine what the figure would be if we included underemployed and those who have given up trying to get employment.

IF TIME PERMITS, GO THROUGH THE STATS. IN TABLE 1.
We did not do it alone. Many spoke and wrote about the unprecedented Public Private Sector Partnership.  We consulted Bahamians. Bahamians felt involved and realized that we have a stake in building The Bahamas. We made every attempt to arrest brain drain. Why should Bahamians with Masters and Doctorate degrees and other Bahamian professionals come home if they have little chance of getting a job or of becoming involved in building the country that we all love so much.

In 2007 the system of good governance that we knew and loved changed. The government stopped projects that had started and most of the projects that were in the pipeline, many for which contracts had already been signed. The government slowed down the economy. It did not build upon what it found.  It destroyed what it found and in the process destroyed Bahamians.

We warned the government that it was making a mistake. Instead of listening to a partner in governance, attempts were made to destroy people. The PLP, the FNM’s partner in governance was fighting for Bahamians. We know that the FNM is the government.  We we warned them that what they were doing would hurt Bahamians and 18 months later  it is hurting Bahamians at unprecedented levels. 

The world economy did suffer a devastating blow in late 2008 and 2009. That blow would have been cushioned by the employment from projects that were not stopped. Which projects? The very same ones that the FNM now touts: LPIA; Anatol  Rodgers School; the Stadium; the Straw Market; and, Albany  to name a few, were then all ready to start. The same jobs that we celebrate today, the result of the FNM restoring these projects 2 years later, could have already been in place.  If those were in place 2 years ago, as they would have been but for the fact that the FNM stopped the projects, they would have cushioned the impact of the subsequent recession.  As S&P says, the extent of the crisis was caused by FNM policies.
To make matters worse, the SRC policy made an already polarized society even more polarized. Further, as the economy decreased crime increased.

The reality is that Bahamians are not interested in political rhetoric. Bahamians want SOLUTIONS to their problems.  Solutions are best found when we all work together to find them.

We on this side take seriously our responsibility to participate in good governance. We have some ideas that will positively impact The Bahamas. We hope that they will be taken seriously and acted upon – for the benefit of all.

The ECONOMY is one of the most serious issues concerning all Bahamians.

Standard and Poors has downgraded The Bahamas’s rating. In its Report of 23rd December, 2009 it says, “the downgrade reflects The Bahamas' weakened fiscal profile. Its debt and deficits have increased, and the composition of its debt has weakened somewhat. In addition, following three years of economic contraction, The Bahamas' growth prospects beginning in 2011 are modest.      The increased pressure on The Bahamas' fiscal profile stems from the combination of higher levels of debt amid a stagnant growth outlook. Net general government debt has risen to 30% of GDP from 22% in 2008, and we project that it will continue rising--to 35%-39% of GDP in 2010-2012. (Gross general government debt is higher at 46% of GDP in 2009, up from 37% in 2008.)”

The downgrading is NOT because of the world economy. It is because of the high level of debt. The high level of debt is caused by the FNM. S&P says that the extent of the crisis is caused by FNM policies. Don’t tell Bahamians about borrowing for social services when we see that 2% of your borrowings were spent on social services and has been shown of $1 Billion increase in debt and expenditure, only $50 Million was spent on social services. Tell them about the other $950 Million of their money. Accountability and transparency demands that Bahamians be told.

This midterm budget report shows that the debt to GDP ratio is not 46% as stated by S&P but 54% at the end of December! (see page 4 of the mid term budget communication)  In the National Budget debate in June 2009, it was anticipated that the debt to GDP ratio would be 47% by June 2010 and $1 Billion would be added to the public debt by 2012.  The debt to GDP ratio today at 54% exceeds the projection of 47% by June 2010.  The increase in national debt by $1 Billion in 18 months to December 2009 is 2 years ahead of the 2012 projection made last year and 6 months after the forecast of $1 Billion by 2012. At this pace, what will it be in 2012? Are we heading to a devaluation of the Bahamian dollar? This level of debt is precariously high for small vulnerable economies. The total national debt has increased by approximately $1.03 Billion since 2007. The FNM increased our national debt in 18 months by almost twice as much than the PLP did in 5 years! Bahamians would not have a problem with incurring debt if they could NOW feel relief. Bahamians are hurting NOW. Bahamians need relief NOW.
This debt imposes a burden of about $30,000 on every Bahamian in an already overburdened society.

Below is a comparison of what the IMF said about The Bahamas in Q4 06 and in Q4 08. Note that in Q4 08 the SRC policy had already gone into effect. Look at the IMF’s report of the devastating effect of that policy. Projections down from 4% to minus 1.7%. That is almost a 6% drop in projections! 
IMF


      2007                    2008

 2009

2010

 PLP          4%                           4%                      4%                 4%

 FNM 
0.7%                      -1.7%                  -3.9%             -0.5%

We have already seen that the borrowings were not for social programs. Only about 2% of the borrowings went to social programs. Dangerously, our debt repayment line item for 6 months is higher than the annual budget for the Department  of Education!

How can we all help people who want a job now, who want to save their homes now; who want to keep their children in private school now; who want to be able to put food on the table now?

We can stop waste and corrupt practices in public spending, If we are borrowing money, shouldn’t we spend it wisely, not wastefully?

Madame President as an example of wastage of Public Funds information that has come to us can confirm that DUPLICATE PAYMENTS were made to two different contractors for the same Roadside Cleaning in the Kennedy Constituency in December 2009. One Contractor was paid $6,000:00 and the other $4,600:00. Both were approved for payment on the same day by the same Officer. I am told that the Officer said that she was DIRECTED to make both payments.
Then there are payments to known FNM supporters. I draw Members attention to a Contractor, a known FNM supporter,  who was paid the sum total of $332,637.00 for a” Special Projects, Clean up Project, Roadside Cleaning”. Payments started on Christmas Eve 2008, throughout 2009. Apparently, that contractor owns no Trucks or heavy equipment. How much tipping fees did that contractor pay to DOEHS during the year long term of his very attractive contracts. 

Madame President,  I also wish to draw to Members attention to another Contractor who was paid the large sum total of $580,675.00 for “Special Projects, Trucking Services”. The owner of this company is also said to be a known FNM supporter and is well connected at the high levels of the FNM.  Payment started in February 2009, throughout February 5th 2010.
Madame President, my final example is the who was paid the sum of  $377,145.00 for what has been described Removal of Debris, Bulk waste removal, Trucking Services, Special Projects, Contract Payment. That contractor is also a strong supporter of the Free National Movement.

Mr. Speaker, the three Contractors together total a whopping sum of $1,290, 397.00. Apparently there was no public tendering on this work. 

Madame President, my information is that millions of dollars were also spent in Grand Bahama where FNM operatives were given contracts that had not gone out to tender. Grand Bahamians are entitled to know who got what contract and how much money each received.  I am told that some four (400) plus persons were hired directly by the DOEHS here in New Providence as part of the cleanup campaign. With a minimum wage of $210:00 over the course of one year totals (52 x $210:00= $10,920:00 x 400= $4,360,000:00).  

In The Tribune of 9th March, 2010, the Minister admits to causing an investigation to be conducted into corrupt practices in his Ministry. 

While we are on transparency and accountability, I ask would those millions of dollars have been better spent by eliminating the fire and other problems at the public dump? These problems right now are adversely impacting hundreds of homeowners. Hundreds of homeowners who want and deserve relief NOW.
We could invest borrowed money wisely and with a view to long term stimulus. Madame President, perhaps one of the most glaring examples of waste and cronyism is the matter of the Straw Market.

SHOW PICTURES

CONTRAST WITH WHAT IS INTENDED FOR EAST END OF BAY STREET

	
	P.L.P (2007)
	F.N.M. (2010)
	

	COST
	$23 MILLION
	$11.29 MILLION
	

	SIZE
	180,000 SQ.FT.
	37,000 SQ.FT
	143,000 SQ. FT. LESS. ALMOST 5 TIMES SMALLER

	CONSTRUCTION COST AS TENDERED
	$130 PER SQ. FT
	$305 PER SQ. FT.
	CAVALIER IS BUILDING THE STRAW MARKET.  CAVALIER’S BID ON LARGER SIZE WITH MORE AMENITIES WAS $100 PER SQ. FT. LESS i.e. $205 PER SQ. FT.

	STRAW VENDORS ACCOMODATED
	600
	442
	158 LESS VENDORS

	RESTAURANT CAPACITY
	200
	NO RESTAURANT
	NO TOURIST ATTRACTION.
NO REVENUE

	LIVE BAHAMIAN CULTURAL REVUE
	200
	NO REVUE
	NO TOURIST

ATTRACTION.
NO REVENUE

	OBSERVATION TOWER
	YES
	NO
	NO TOURIST

ATTRACTION.
NO REVENUE

	CHAPEL
	YES
	NO
	

	POLICE STATION
	YES
	NO
	LESS SAFETY

	SEPARATE VENDOR AND CUSTOMER RESTROOMS
	YES
	NO AND NUMBER OF RESTROOMS DECREASED
	LESS COMFORT FOR VENDORS AND CUSTOMERS

	STORAGE AREA FOR VENDORS
	YES
	NO
	LESS COMFORT FOR VENDORS

	EATING AREA FOR VENDORS
	YES
	NO
	LESS COMFORT FOR VENDORS

	STALL SIZES
	LARGE
	SMALL
	LESS COMFORT 

FOR VENDORS


It is easy to talk about what someone said about the award of the contract and the commencement of work at the site before May 2007. Certainly time has shown that the contractor who the FNM said was unable to do the work is a most able and highly qualified Bahamian. He is a part of the General Contract team at LPIA, a contract worth $400 Million.

These are the facts Madame President:
· The Cavalier Construction got the contract 

· The Straw Market in 2010 is almost 5 times smaller than the Straw Market started in 2007.

· The cost per square foot for Cavalier to build the Straw Market (per its bid in 2007) is $100 MORE per square foot in 2010. $100 more per square foot for a building that is almost 5 times smaller and is described as a warehouse – 4 walls.

The fact also is that the PLP planned, awarded and commenced Straw Market was to be a destination and attraction on Bay Street. This recommendation came from the George Mackey and Norman Solomon Committee on the Redevelopment of downtown Nassau. Straw Vendors are deserving of being in THE DESTINATION TO VISIT ON BAY STREET. It could have been finished by now. Senator Thompson spoke of 20,000 cruise ship visitors on Bay St. last week when he visited the Oasis of the Seas. If the Straw Market was not stopped in 2007 this is what could have happened on that day and many other days since 2007:

· 20,000 visitors spend $10 to visit the Observation Tower to view Downtown Nassau. That’s $200,000.

· 20,000 visitors spending $20 with Straw vendors. That’s $400,000.

· 20,000 visitors spending $20 to see the live Bahamian Native Revue. That’s $400,000.

· That adds up to $1 Million dollars in the Straw Market Destination in one day.

The FNM by stopping the Straw Market Project upon which work had commenced is stopping $1 Million dollars in a day being spent at the Straw Market Destination on Bay St. 

 The Straw Vendors could have been in their DESTINATION STRAW MARKET.  They could have been making $1 Million dollars a day. Now they have to wait 2 years for “warehouse” with no additional Attractions to drive more visitors to the Straw Market.
The public can see for itself the distinct difference between the Straw Market that was stopped after a contract had been awarded and the construction had commenced and the building described as a “warehouse” that the government is now building. 

Let the public determine for itself which is a better investment. 

Another way to stimulate the economy is to invest in Bahamians. I use the road improvement program as an example. The country borrowed $120 Million to continue the road improvement project. The contact was awarded to a non Bahamian company. Bahamian contractors built the Blue Hill Road extension, the Tonique Darling Extension, the Charles Saunders extension and a part of the Sir Milo Butler extension.  The multiplier effect and positive impact of every dollar invested in a Bahamian contractor to exponentially higher than a dollar spent with a non Bahamian contractor. It is not too late to award all further road improvement contracts to Bahamian contractors as was the agreement with the IDB that we left in place in 2007. The time to act is NOW. It is not to late to give the further contracts to Bahamians as the PLP did. Keep that money in The Bahamas to stimulate our economy. Now. 
Yet another way to stimulate the economy is to encourage cruise lines to use Bahamian entrepreneurs to provide goods and services at the Islands that they own and to which they take their guests. Last year we passed the Cruise Ship Incentives Act that made these Cays ports of entry and continued the rebate on fees that The Bahamas gives to cruise lines.  We also agreed the loan to dredge the Harbour “so that the Oasis of the Seas could dock at Nassau Harbour”. Directly and indirectly we are spending a great deal of money to bring cruise passengers to The Bahamas. If we believe that this is a good investment, we should be ensuring that Bahamians get maximum benefit from that investment. I am told that about 4,000 persons visit these Cays per week. The cruise lines own the Cays and operate almost all amenities on the Cays. Money spent on jet skiing and other water sports is now and with the government’s approval, revenue for the cruise lines. Bahamians can own and operate water sports businesses, including jet skis, souvenirs, catering and other businesses. 4,000 persons per week at $20 per person translates to $80,000 per week. Can you imagine what a difference that would make to the economy if that $80,000 went into the pocket of Bahamian entrepreneurs in the Family Islands rather than leaving the country? Our goal must be economic empowerment and ownership of the Bahamian economy.

I heard the Minister of Tourism speak of the innovative new promotions. I wonder whether in the interest of accountability and transparency he will tell Bahamians what this new promotion costs Bahamians.  And whether he will also tell Bahamians why we can’t get the 2008 and 2009 estimates for visitor expenditure. The February 2010 Central Bank estimates are current only to 2007! This information should be readily available on the internet.

We need stop spending money promoting only foreign enterprise and start aggressively promoting Bahamian enterprise. Foreign enterprise is to be encouraged in the context of its contribution to our national development strategy.  

In advancing Bahamian enterprise, government must engage banks and encourage them to invest in the future. Banks should be encouraged to note the actions of the US and UK government together with their regulatory authorities in causing interest rates to decrease to stimulate the economy. The Bahamas’s Bank Rate has remained the same at 5.35% from 2007 to date. Contrast this, over the same period, with the EU where the rate has dropped from 3.5% to 1.25%; the US where the rate has dropped from 6.25% to 0.5%; and the UK where the rate has dropped from 5.25% to 0.5%.  It is said that a drop in the Prime Rate will encourage consumer borrowing. The Central Bank could limit the applicability of the decreases to mortgages (this would help prevent foreclosures) and enterprise (which would promote Bahamian ownership of the economy). This impact could be felt NOW.
Central Bank statistics also show that bank earnings from interest income and commission on foreign exchange has grown consistently during 2006, 2007 and 2008 from $450 Million to $514 Million. Figures for the first 3 quarters of 2009 show those earnings continuing strong at $329 Million. We know that the majority of this income is being repatriated. The government has a key role in encouraging banks to drop these rates to stimulate Bahamian enterprise.  Can you imagine the savings to all entrepreneurs (from the street vendors to the supersize wholesale and retail stores) the result of a drop in interest and commission on foreign exchange? This impact could be felt NOW.
We on this side think that it is time for an agreed National Economic Development Plan. We note that the first PLP administration passed a Family Island Development Act that we bold and visionary. It was never implemented. It divided The Bahamas into economic enterprise zones and gave incentives for those enterprises. The Act also envisaged a land use policy.  If we are to truly diversify our economy we need to have a long term plan in place and incentives ought to be provided for Bahamians to implement the plan.

Finally, we support transparency and accountability. They are key to good governance. We believe that the time has come for the awarded contracts, the result of the tendering process to be put on the internet and made readily and easily available to all Bahamians. 

Bahamians are entitled to know how their money is spent and this information should be easily and readily available, in clear terms.

Open government action to the sunshine.

CRIME

Crime ranks neck and neck with the economy as the 2 main issues affecting Bahamians today. 

The Minister of National Security tabled crime statistics in the House of Assembly.  They show murders at 85 to end December 2009. We know that the police reported more than 100 deaths some of which are yet to be classified. We Bahamians know that they were not due to natural causes and we know that they are crimes, which is why the police are involved. If the 2009 figure were adjusted to take account of the unclassified deaths, the increase between 2008 and 2009 would be 38%! Things do not look like they are changing in 2010.
Most, if not all of us remember well the political rhetoric during the period 2002 – 2007 and during the 2007 election, when the FNM said that if you want to reduce crime, vote FNM. Well, the FNM has been in charge since 2007 and crime has steadily increased since 2007. 

· 23rd February Tribune – “MAN SHOT DEAD IN HOUSE RAID – Homicide, four armed robberies and stabbing in 24 hours” and another headline “Man facing retrial charged with another murder”.

· 23rd February Nassau Guardian – “Robbers kill man in home invasion”.

· 24th February Tribune “Robbery victims in kidnap terror – Policeman’s family in home invasion”.

· 9th March Tribune “Police Fly into Harbour Island to address crime”.

· 9th March Tribune – “Supermarket Owner Robbed at Gunpoint in His Home.”

Tourism is the main engine of our economy. Let me read a quote about The Bahamas  from the State Department’s website.

“FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT WEBSITE

CRIME: The Bahamas has a high crime rate. New Providence Island in particular has experienced a spike in crime that has adversely affected the traveling public. Pickpocketing and theft remain the most common crimes perpetrated against tourists. However, there has been a spate of more violent criminal activity in 2009. Three separate groups of tourists were held at gunpoint and robbed at popular tourist sites in and near Nassau; each of these incidents occurred during daylight hours and involved groups of more than eight persons. Several other groups of tourists allegedly were victims of armed robbery at more remote locations. 

The U.S. Embassy has received reports of assaults, including sexual assaults, in diverse areas such as in casinos, outside hotels, or on cruise ships. In several incidents the victim had reportedly been drugged. The Bahamas has the highest incidence of rape in the Caribbean according to a 2007 United Nations report on crime, violence, and development trends. Much of the violent crime occurs outside of areas frequented by tourists, such as the “over-the-hill” section of Nassau. Two American citizens were murdered in Nassau in 2009, both allegedly in residential areas. Home break-ins, theft, and robbery are not confined to any specific part of the island. 

The upsurge in criminal activity has also led to incidents which, while not directed at tourists, could place innocent bystanders at risk. An altercation at a major resort resulted in the shooting of two security officers, while several daytime robberies in Nassau led to exchanges of gunfire on busy streets.” 

We all know that political parties do not commit murders and armed robberies. The debate about crime ought never to be a political football.

Bahamians are under siege in their homes. Home invasions are increasing. Bahamians are not safe on the streets. Tourists are not safe on Bay Street. 

Unfortunately, people are more and more feeling that they must take the law into their own hands because the government seems to be inept and unable and at very least, helpless.  This is not a good situation.

Unfortunately law and order is another area where projects left in place were not built on. They were stopped or cancelled and Urban Renewal (UR) was subsequently reinstated. I understand that Swift Justice (SJ) is partially reinstated. I do not understand why games would be played or risks taken with the safety of our citizens and the vitality of our tourist industry. UR and SJ were working; for the benefit of Bahamians. If they were not prefect they should have been fixed; not stopped and reinstated 2 years later while crime continues to spiraling out of control.  
In 2007 the FNM dismantled a multifaceted strategy to address the problems in the administration of justice and crime, including:

· Infrastructure

· Real time recording of all court proceedings

· Through the UR program, the establishment of Community Courts

· The establishment of Traffic Courts

· To integrate the investigation and prosecution of crime into a coherent unity and functioning whole 

· The effective use of VBI’s

· Revamping the bail administrative processes (including security/bonds) and use of the electronic bail bracelet
· The case tracking system
Successive Attorney Generals have said they have ordered a review of outstanding cases to say which are tenable. I ordered an audit when there were 95,000 outstanding cases in 2007. There are more now. The Attorney General ought to know that he 2 predecessors in the past 18 months have ordered an audit of outstanding cases.  In 2006, I met cases more than 10 years old. This was untenable then and it in untenable now. It is unacceptable for a rape to take 6-10 years to come to trial. He needs to tell Bahamians why the audit is not complete. 

In or about May 2006 I ordered that all serious crimes against the person should be tried by VBI. It was working. Because of Swift Justice matters were getting to trial and not dropping out of the calendar for reasons within the control of the executive. For 2 consecutive sessions not one mattered dropped off the calendar for reasons within our control. Not one matter. Within the 1st year of the FNM administration, having dropped SJ, not more than 10 criminal trials were heard. When I made that statement in this place the then Attorney General was unable to deny it. Conservatively in 12 months with 3 criminal courts, 36 matters should be heard I.e. one per month. That is CONSERVATIVELY. 

My information is that during the FNM administration up to July 2009, not more than 60 trials have been completed.  If matters were properly prepared and ready for trial we would have expected at least 150 matters to be completed NOT 60!  The fault is with the Executive, not the Judiciary.  The judges are ready willing and able to hear matters.  The fault is with the FNM that has cancelled SWIFT Justice and is, by its actions, committed to STOP JUSTICE.
We want to note and commend the new initiatives being taken by the Royal Bahamas Police Force. In order for them to have the maximum effect of reducing crime and the fear of crime, these initiatives must be complemented by swift trials from the Attorney General’s Office. Justice delayed is justice denied. The Police, the Attorney General’s Office; the Prison; Social Services and the Courts must all work together like hand and glove. Who can disagree with that? That is what Swift Justice is all about. Cooperation, collaboration and communication between those agencies for the benefit of the Bahamian public.

Imagine if matters were not dropping off the calendar. Judges are ready to hear matters. They can only hear what is brought before them. They do not prepare matters for trial. The Office of the Attorney General does. When there is no coordination as there was with SJ, inefficiencies foul up the system. SJ was working to iron out inefficiencies.

· Is it still important to let criminals know that they will be swiftly caught, swiftly prosecuted and swiftly punished?

· Is it still important to show accused persons and victims know that the executive does believe that justice delayed is justice denied?

· Is it still important to let law abiding citizens know that victims have rights?

· Is it satisfactory to keep the system blocked with unheard or part heard matters?

· Is it satisfactory for a rape matter to take 6-8 years to be tried?

The answers to all of these questions must be NO!

Also, while crime has been increasing , the FNM consistently decreased the capital budget for the Royal Bahamas Police Force.  The capital budget has decreased from $11 Million in 2007/8 

to $5 Million in 2008/9 (decrease by more than ½ in a record breaking year for murders) and a further decrease to $1 Million in 2009/10 (a decrease to 20% of the previous year’s allocation while murders, armed robberies, home invasions and other serious crimes are increasing). There is a Resolution that will enable more money to be allocated to the Royal Bahamas Police Force. 

My point is that in the true spirit of good governance, had they listened to what we were saying over the past 2 years and most recently in the June 2009 budget debate, we would not be here today doing what we said needed to be done back then. We all love The Bahamas. We all are concerned about crime. Let’s work together to fight this blight on our society.

I REPEAT some ideas that I gave last year. Easy steps that CAN be taken NOW. 

SOME STEPS THAN CAN BE TAKEN IMMEDIATELY

1. Anyone who shoots a policeman, threatens a policeman, attacks a judge or threatens a judge should be tried immediately. They should go to the top of the queue and that matter be set down for immediate trial. 

The man who broke into the policeman’s  home should be tried IMMEDIATELY. How can we expect policemen to put their lives on the line daily for us when they cannot be assured that we are making every effort to protect them and their families? We NEED to send a CLEAR message to people who dare to attack people involved in law enforcement. They should be tried IMMEDIATELY.

2. Murderers should not be let out on bail. Anyone who is out on bail, who commits a murder, should be tried immediately.

How long will we continue to allow people out on bail for murder to commit more murders? This one was to have a retrial. The retrial has not taken place. He is out on bail. He commits ANOTHER murder! People could be forgiven for thinking that the government is helpless. Has his retrial been set down yet, I ask the Attorney General. If not, why not? And while we one on this matter of bail, and what criminals do while out on bail, I ask the Attorney General. Bahamians want action NOW not later.
3. Why haven’t you yet established a web site which citizens can easily access for the purpose of finding out who is out on bail? People are charged in public and given bail in public. This is public information. It should be easy for members of the public to find out who is out on bail. Most people do not have bodyguards. In the real world, the law abiding citizen is a victim twice. Mrs. Smith is a victim of crime and she is a victim of the government who COULD but refuses to create a web site where she can find out whether the person who raped her is out on bail. All of this information is in the public domain. It should be readily available to anyone interested. The result of it not being available is that when the person is released on bail, Mrs. Smith is likely to meet the rapist in the food store, at the movies or on the street. We all know that the government does not release people on bail. We do know that the government has all of the information and the ability and our taxpayers’ money with which that web site could and ought to have been established by now. Mrs. Smith and The Bahamas want relief NOW.
4.  Attorney General, why haven’t you reestablished the Swift Justice administration, by what name it is called?  It STILL makes sense for all of the stakeholders to meet regularly to ensure that witnesses are present, evidence is present and the accused is present. Too many criminal cases are still not coming to trial for reasons within the control of the executive. As these failures can be addressed, steps ought to be taken immediately to avoid them. The Swift Justice administration is one such step. 
5. And I ask the Attorney General, 3 years later, why do we not yet have electronic monitoring? Fast track electronic monitoring. As Attorney General, I received advice that legislation was not necessary to impose a condition of electronic monitoring. When granting bail, the Judge may impose conditions as he sees fit. 

People under siege in their homes are tired of talk. We NEED some action. Criminals need to know that the government is not playing games. Law abiding citizens need to SEE that the government is serious about stemming the rising tide of crime. 

I also ask the Attorney General why more has not been done to address the judicial facilities and processes. We on this side are that it was a TERRIBLE mistake for the government to STOP REVIEW AND CANCEL the Judicial Complex. We are sure that at the end of the day, when all expenditure is added up, the government will spend more money on separate facilities than it would have spent on ONE State of the Art Judicial Complex that was to accommodate the Court of Appeal; the Supreme Court and the Industrial Tribunal; together with the Registry, jury rooms; holding cells; secure internet; and all other amenities as would be expected in a State of the Art Judicial Complex. The Judicial Complex was approved by the Judiciary; the Bar Association; and the government.

In the interest of transparency and accountability, would the Attorney General lay on the table of this Senate all contracts to rent spaces to house judicial facilities? Would he also lay on the table and post on the internet, when signed, the Agreement for Sale for Ansbacher House. Who owns Ansbacher House? Would he also lay on the table and post on the internet all of the existing rental contracts for the Department of the Registrar General facilities? Would he advise us of the progress of the former City Market Building which the government said would be built quickly to accommodate the entire Registrar General’s Department? Let Bahamians see how their money is being spent and with whom. Let Bahamians analyze for themselves whether in these perilous economic times government is spending their money wisely.

Senator Thompson knows that Arcorp was given the contract by the second FNM administration to design the Judicial Complex. He also knows, because I said it here previously, that Arcorp and the Ministry of Works told me that the East Hill St. site was suitable to house the Judicial Complex. The Judicial Complex could have been finished by now.  

Hundreds of Bahamians could have been employed. Hundreds of entrepreneurs could have been engaged to provide services. 

As for the Eugene Dupuch Law School. The Attorney General knows that there was a ground breaking and that the FNM stopped that project also. A former Attorney General admitted it. Right here in this place. The then Attorney General said that the FNM could not build the law school on land that it did not own but was owned by NIB. This was then and is now a flimsy excuse. We in this place last week and many times previously have passed Resolutions (some even brought by that Attorney General) to transfer land to NIB, where NIB had built a building on government owned land. It was argued that the government was “simply regularizing” the situation. What’s the difference? What we do know is that hundreds of jobs were also lost due to the cancellation of the Eugene Dupuch Law School building. We also know that hundreds of entrepreneurs now hurting would have been making money. 

BEACH ACCESS

· 1948 position
· Dick’s Point Maps
· Position today those rights of way to the beach are not open

· I again invite the government to explain why not.

· Beaches on the northern shore

· Erosion every winter due to NW winds

· Saunders beach has not in living memory been destroyed the result of erosion as it has been today

· Arawak Cay is the only new factor changing wave motion
· We warned the FNM. They did not listen.

· Would the government post on the Internet the economic impact assessment for the harbour dredging?

· Will the FNM on the back of the Planning and Subdivisions Bill agree to post on the internet all EIAs for debelopemtn projects?

Bahamians want to see and feel, right now, your commitment to transparency and accountability. 

· PLP’s plan for beaches

Madame President, the time has come for all of us, for the benefit of future generations to make it clear that we are here for the people. There would be a major difference if we said, “when I became the Minister I found in place and I am continuing….” Or, “I am discontinuing …which I found in place because…” .

Economists say that the FNM significantly helped to create the crisis that we are all suffering. Bahamians just want to see the problems solved.  Bahamians want to march on to glory with their bright banners waiving high.  As a member of Her Majesty’s loyal Opposition, I too know that government’s bills must be paid so, while disagreeing with many of the government’s policies, I support the motion.
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