Questions by Fitzgerald
Earl D Deveaux MP

Minister of The Environment

The Government and by extension me have been described as 

“…Secretive and criminal…” according to Jerome Fitzgerald
“…Lacks transparency…” according to Glenys Hanna Martin
 “Here are the questions in the flyer and my answers.” Earl Deveaux
“They were not questions in the flyers, they were statements of FACT. The Questions remain unanswered, Namely: 
1. Has an Environmental Impact Assessment been completed on the impact the extension to Arawak Cay will have on the surrounding environment?

2. Has a traffic study been completed to disclose the impact of the container port on traffic, noise and pollution on west bay street and the vista marina subdivision?

3. Has the true cost of the container port been determined inclusive of the extension, the causeway, the roundabout, the new road and the port buildings?

4. Has the government determined yet where the cause way from Arawak Cay will connect to west bay street? If so where?

5. Why has the government chosen the location ranked sixth out of seven as the least favourable location to relocate the port.

6. The Prime Minister stated during the 2007 election campaign that Arawak Cay would be developed as a cultural center. Why has he changed his mind? 

7. How will the cargo liners enter the port? Through the barrier reef between silver cay and long cay or through the main entry to Nassau harbor?” The Committee’s response.
Did you know that in November 2005 an Environmental Impact Assessment showed that the favored location for the new port was the “southwest port”?The Committee to Protect and Preserve The Bahamas For Future Generations.
“The Ecorys Report analyzed 7 sites for the proposed Port. Based on the analysis they concluded that a Port could be located at Clifton. Please my analysis of their ranking system” Earl Deveaux.
“The Coastal Systems Report EIA analyzed the seven locations not the Ecorys Report” The Committee’s response.
Did you know that in the same report Arawak Cay ranked 6th out of seven as the least favourable spot, with the present site downtown ranking 5th?The Committee
“Please see my analysis of the ranking system. You will see that according to a more scientific ranking with properly weighted numbering system all of the numbers would change and Arawak Cay would far outweigh the other sites.” Earl Deveaux
“So now Earl Deveaux is more qualified than one of the most renowned Environmental engineers with offices around the world and over 100 staff. The fact is this is what the 2005 EIA from Coastal Systems says.” The Committee’s response
Did you know that the Deputy Prime Minister Brent Symonette, whose family has interest in a shipping company, chaired a meeting in July 2007, the purpose of which was to present a plan to move the Container port to Arawak Cay? The Committee
“This incredible fabrication has been refuted time and again by The Deputy Prime Minister. The Deputy Prime Minster denied, in Parliament, in response to The Rt Hon. Perry Christie that he ever chaired such a meeting.” Earl Deveaux
“ Liar, Liar. Senator Fitzgerald has produced the minutes dated July 24th 2007 and charged Mr. Symonette with a conflict of interest as early as August 2007. In the August 8th 2007 Tribune, Mr. Symonette accepted that he chaired the meeting but denied any conflict….Yeah right! The DPM has never refuted that he chaired the meeting” The Committee’s response
Did you know that in October 2007 the Deputy Prime Minister and Dr. Earl Deveaux chaired a meeting where they received the Ecory’s Report which stated that the Southwest Port was financially feasible and the report has never been made public? The committee.
“This is another fabrication. I along with Deputy Prime Minster accepted an invitation from Michael Maura or Tropical Shipping to hear the report from the Dutch group which completed the Study on The Clifton Port. We were guests of the Group which financed the report. It was their report. It has been made public by them.” Earl Deveaux.

“Liar, Liar. The report was prepared by Ecorys on the insistence of the then PLP government to determine the financial feasibility, layout and ownership structure of the Southwest port. The government and the private sector shared the cost of $500,000 equally.” The Committee’s response. 
Did you know that the government is acquiring land in the Vista Marina area and the owners have not been given notice that their land is being taken?The Committee.
 “Again this is an inflammatory fabrication. The notices of acquisitions are a mater of public record.
From 1998 the Government announced its intention to build 19 road corridors in New Providence as part of an overall traffic remediation programme contract was signed with Associated Asphalt which went bank rpt prior to completing the project. They did complete Charles Saunders Highway. The PLP Government. completed Milo Butler Extension and Blue Hill Roundabout and Tonique Darling Highway. The FNM renegotiated with IDB to complete the project and the work is now on going. The Corridor at Saunders beach was always a part of the project. All of the lands around the corridors were posted back in 1999 and 2000 and acquisitions proceedings initiated and some completed. When we took office in 2007, we found over 400 outstanding acquisitions unsettled.” Earl Deveaux.
“This is a fact. Ask Dr. Madeline Sawyer and the Owners of the Strawberry patch preschool opposite Saunders beach.” The Committee’s response.

Did you know that the government commenced extension of Arawak Cay without submitting an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), a traffic study and a financial feasibility study? The Committee
“This is an outright lie. The EIAs was completed by Blue Engineering and of the several options proposed to dispose of the fill. The extension of Arawak Cay was the least intrusive to the environment.” Earl Deveaux.
“Where is the EIA on the extension of Arawak Cay and who is Blue Engineering?”  The Committee’s response.
Did you know that you are paying for the 40 million dollar extension to Arawak Cay for the benefit of a special interest group? The Committee
“This is another lie. The extension of the Cay is part of the Dredging contract to dispose of the 2 million cubic yards of fill that will be generated as a result of the activity” Earl Deveaux.
“Why is it a lie? Where is the harbor dredging contract? Produce it!” The Committee’s response.
Did you know that the total cost of the extension to the tax payer has yet to be determined? The committee
“The Contract amount for the Harbour Dredging is $76 million. It was publicly signed.”Earl Deveaux

“Is this guy out to lunch? We are talking about the extension of Arawak Cay, not the dredging. By the way Earl Deveaux the contract amount for the dredging is $50 million dollars if you include contingencies.” The Committee’s response
Did you know that this extension to Arawak will diminish Saunders Beach also known as “the Bahamian Cabbage Beach”?The committee.
 “This is particularly alarmist and incendiary because it has been so often refuted. The EIA conclusively determined that Saunders Beach will not be affected by the dredging of the Harbour. However, what was also shown is that if work is not done to maintain beaches remove casuarinas, Saunders beach like other beaches in New Providence will eventually disappear. It is for this reason that the Government decided to acquire the land. This was given to the Government for $1 by the Same Symonettes, to make a permanent public beach with enhanced dunes, access, parking toilets and children play area.”
“This is the same Brent Symonette who sold land to hard working Bahamians in Vista Marina and was then a participant in running a major highway through it. Would this have been done if he still owned the land. We think not! Which EIA refuted that Saunders Beach would not be effected? Produce it!” The Committee’s response
