AMG REMARKS IN HONOUR OF HIS EXCELLENCY AMBASSADOR LIVINGSTONE B. JOHNSON C.B.E. AT THE COMMEMORATIVE SITTING OF THE BAR ASSOCIATION AT THE SUPREME COURT

5TH MARCH, 2010

PLEASE CHECK TO DELIVERY


In every epoch there are people whose lives touch and affect people all over the world in permanent or indelible ways. His Excellency, Ambassador Livingstone Basil Johnson C.B.E. was such a man.
Although, this humble man was, by his words, “of lowly upbringing”, he became one of the giants and national heroes of The Bahamas. If we think about The Bahamas in the 1950s and especially the circumstances to which people of colour were subjected, we will more deeply appreciate the exceptional nature of this man to whom we pay tribute today.

As a young man he was determined to pursue a career in the law.  Some discouraged him from that pursuit, because of his, then, limited education. This spurred a lifelong thirst for learning and education. At the age of 22, he went to Rhodes Preparatory School, in New York, to obtain his High School diploma. He then went on to Mount Allison University, in New Brunswick Canada, and then on to read law at the Inns of Court, United Kingdom, where he was a member of the Honourable Society of Gray’s Inn.  Again, in his words, he was “hungry for knowledge and possessed a burning determination and insatiable zeal to succeed”. On his return to The Bahamas in 1955 he became and pursued with excellence during his lifetime:
· an outstanding lawyer - initially in his own firm (sharing Chambers with the late Sir Lynden Pindling) and, commencing in 1968, a partner in what was then one of the most outstanding law firms in The Bahamas; Isaacs, Johnson, Thompson and Co.  The partners in that firm were the late Honourable Kendall G. L. Isaacs Q.C.; Retired Justice Jeanne Thompson; and Ambassador Johnson.  It was very commercially successful and served as an example to all that Bahamians of colour are highly accomplished and intelligent and could together run a very commercially successful enterprise;
· holder of judicial office-  his was Stipendiary and Circuit Magistrate
· politician – he was a card carrying member of the Progressive Liberal Party which he, as he put it, “collectively joined” together with, the Honourable Paul L. Adderley; the Honourable Orville Turnquest Q.C.; the late Dr. Cleveland Eneas; the late Mr. Leon McKinney; and the late Mr. Holland Smith. In his words, and as history will not deny, the years 1956 – 1962 were “one of the most important periods in the evolution of Parliamentary Democracy in The Bahamas.”
· diplomat -  he was the first and only Ambassador to serve simultaneously as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary for the Commonwealth of The Bahamas to the United States of America, Bahamas Ambassador to the United Nations, non resident High Commissioner to Canada and Jamaica, and Ambassador to Mexico and the Phillipines. History will record his personal and economic sacrificial and stellar service to The Bahamas.
· shaper of our judicial system – he was a member of the Judicial and Legal Services Commission;
· much sought after advisor and counselor -  he was a member of the Board of Directors of:

· Bahamasair

· New Providence Development Company

· Bahamas Supermarkets Limited
· Barclays Finance Corporation Limited
· Bahamas International Trust Company Limited (of which he became Chairman of the Board)
· Credit Suisse (Bahamas) Limited

· Bank Paribas (Bahamas) Limited
· Bank of The Bahamas Limited

· a member of the Council of the College of The Bahamas; and
· a member of the Advisory Committee of Barclays Bank PLC.

Ambassador Johnson, in 1992, was honoured by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, who graciously bestowed upon him the rank of Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 

This giant of a man was also a devoted and dedicated husband and father who adored his wife Charmaine and his children Craig (who predeceased him), Anita and Deanne. We acknowledge their presence here today and thank them for being a source of support and inspiration to him while he served our country. His devotion and dedication to his family, by his own admission, played a significant part in his decision to resign his Ambassadorial position. Further, he was a committed family man to his siblings, nieces and nephews; and dutiful Godfather to his Godchildren, of which I am one. Uncle LB always enquired about my educational pursuits and encouraged me to excel in every undertaking.
The Bahamas of Ambassador Johnson’s birth in Exuma in 1923 was a very different place from The Bahamas of his death in 2009. Today, we pay humble tribute to a man upon whose shoulders we stand and who helped to shape, in ways that we have yet to understand, the Independent Bahamas.
We are fortunate that before his death he wrote a book, “The Past Remembered: A Bahamian’s Long Journey Home In Pursuit of Knowledge”.  Again in his words, “…it is hoped that those youths still yet lost and undiscovered in the hinterland of Exuma and on every Island of The Bahamas Archipelago will come to realize that poverty, lowly upbringing and opportunities that seem limited or unattainable must never become impediments to the desire for achievement and excellence.”
Today, as we try to teach and remind all Bahamians, including members of the Bar and those “lost and undiscovered” young people, about hard work, humility, delayed gratification, kindness, gentleness, excellence, patriotism, discipline, integrity, and service, all nation building attributes, we need only hold high the exemplary life of His Excellency Ambassador Livingstone Basil Johnson C.B.E.
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