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We have come to beautiful Harbour Island to launch the campaign of Chrisfield Johnson for the North Eleuthera constituency in the forthcoming General Election.

As you would be aware, we had a number of outstanding applications for the nomination.

We had Dr. Lea Percentie and his brother Humphrey Percentie; Harvey Roberts and Chrisfield Johnson who was eventually chosen.  
Last week Saturday, Dr. Lea Percentie and I shared the same platform in Grand Bahama at our massive Freeport rally.  Dr. Percentie is ready; he is enthusiastic and I look forward to his joining our campaign team to elect Chrisfield Johnson.
Dr. Percentie is bright star of Harbour Island and Eleuthera.

I want you all to know tonight that I have thanked Dr. Percentie for his support and I have assured him that he will have a role to play in our governance of the country going forward.

Don’t worry North Eleuthera!  The time of famine is over.  Your season has come!  The commitment of your Progressive Liberal Party Government to return Eleuthera to its glory days has begun to pay off.  
The anchor development policy of the Government has produced a $700 million dollar investment at Royal Island.

Royal Island will bring its positive impact not only to you here in the north, but to the entire island of Eleuthera and beyond.

That’s what the PLP has done for you.

Now, let me bring you up to date on the national scene.  
Everywhere across The Bahamas crowds of people in record numbers have been gathering at PLP rallies to hear the message of truth.  
Just as you have come in your hundreds tonight, thousands and thousands; even tens of thousands have gathered in New Providence and in Grand Bahama to support the PLP and to hear the truth.

The other fellows are getting nervous.  The other fellows have been stunned.  They are stunned that their games of smoke and mirrors have not fooled the Bahamian people.  Their season is over.  This is your time now.
Harbour Island; you have been long awarded and internationally recognized as the best small island destination in the region.  
You have had a sustained and positive impact on the economy and the quality of life here and in North Eleuthera generally.  
But during the last election campaign in 2002, during a visit to South Eleuthera, I was able to state without fear of contradiction that the economy of South Eleuthera was the worst it had ever been in the previous 60 years.  
Eleutherans had left home in large numbers to seek employment and business opportunities elsewhere in The Bahamas.  
As you are all aware, many had come to rely on the economic activity generated by the economy here in Harbour Island.  We promised to fix that.  We promised that things would get better.  Now I am here to say that we have delivered on our promise.  
There is dynamic development taking place now from Cape Eleuthera in the south to Royal Island in the north.  
Now, more jobs and business opportunities are available to those who live here.  Now skilled craftsmen are returning home to Eleuthera.  And through it all; Harbour Island continues to be the bright light…
And we are shielding and protecting that bright light.  
We have spent almost $1.3 million on improving the roads in Harbour Island since we came to office…
We have installed cell phone service here in Harbour Island with your own tower… 
With regard to water, we have built a new reverse osmosis or ‘R/O’ water generating plant in Governor’s Harbour…

The new R/O plant in Governor’s is capable of producing up to 400 imperial gallons a day with the capacity to expand…
We are changing water mains right now as we speak to get that water here to Harbour Island and all points in between…
In fact, the only reason it is taking so long is that the former government botched the job and we did not discover this until we began to prepare the settlement roads for improvement and found that the main water pipe had to be changed…
Now, new water pipes are being installed from Central Eleuthera all the way up to North Eleuthera, which will bring a proper water supply from the new R/O plant straight here to Harbour Island and to Spanish Wells.
As you know we face some challenges on electricity, but we’re getting set to fix that.  There are manufacturer’s defects on the generators but we’re getting those replaced with two temporary plants within 90 days and we are also going to build a new power station in Governor’s Harbour for $70 million; so that should fix the problem of electricity here, once and for all.
As I have said, we are committed to shielding and protecting the bright economic light of Harbour Island.  
I am happy to be able to say that work on the new state-of-the-art causeway at the Glass Window Bridge is about to begin.  
The engineers are coming to Nassau to make their presentation on the new causeway.  The project will go to tender by the end of June and responses should come in August.  
From August, the new hurricane proof causeway will take about one year to build.  
When that is finished, the new causeway at the Glass Window Bridge will provide a safe and sound infrastructural addition to the sparkling must-see sight for islanders and tourists alike at an estimated cost of $16 million…

Let me share some other good news with you.  We are ready now to pave the road in North Eleuthera…
· We are ready to fix the dock here at Harbour Island…
· We are also paving the road to Current Island and doing the road in the Current itself…
· We are ready now to pave the car park at Three Island Dock – in fact that contract also includes Preacher’s Cave.  
All in all contracts have already been signed to make the gateway to Harbour Island look like what it is: the major gateway to the major tourist destination on the island of Eleuthera… 

The roadways leading to the Bluff from the airport; the environs of the dock and festival site at the Bluff will be improved and dramatically expanded.  
A commercial centre will be established at the Bluff Dock for Bahamians in the touristic trades like straw and souvenirs and the like.
Already, jobs and business opportunities have been created for Bahamians.

In addition, Harbour Island resorts will continue to undergo improvement.

In this regard, you would be aware that the Pink Sands and Ramora Bay will be expanded and renovated.

Harbour Island has now been joined by Royal Island which is intended to be another major boost to the economy of Eleuthera.  
In negotiating the agreement with the developers the government has ensured that the best interest of the people of North Eleuthera was given top priority…  
You know, let me just say here what I told the people in Nassau last night.  
We are the ones who have instituted a land policy to buy back Bahamian land so that Bahamians can be assured of having the land they need to build homes on; and having the beaches and recreational spaces they need to relax on, well into the future.  

Hundreds of acres have already been acquired for this purpose and many thousands of acres will soon be added to this national land bank.  
You may also know that among the many acres of land bought back by the Bahamian people under this Progressive Liberal Party Government is 10 acres of prime land right here in Harbour Island…

The Government has agreed with the developers to provide the infrastructure in a new housing subdivision for Bahamians who will be employed on Royal Island as well as those who are desirous of such a home.  
In the same way, the Government will move to ensure that the environs of Three Islands Dock is radically improved and reorganized to reflect and ensure that it is seen to be and experienced to be the gateway to this fabulous island destination.

Make no mistake.  Taken together; all that we have done in Eleuthera will sustain this island for generations to come.

Everywhere I go in this campaign season I am feeling the love of the people and I feel it here tonight.  
In that spirit of love and brotherhood, let me restate and reaffirm my solemn commitment to you here tonight: Don’t worry North Eleuthera!  The time of famine is over.  Your season has come!

To you the people of North Eleuthera: Harbour Island; Spanish Wells, Bluff; Upper and Lower Bogue; Gregory Town; Hatchet Bay; James Cistern all – I say let us all walk together towards peace progress and prosperity.
A vote for the PLP is a vote for your future.

Let us seize this golden opportunity to secure the future of our children and future generations of Bahamians in this part of our Commonwealth.  PLP!... PLP!...  PLP!...
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