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At a time when he should have been showing himself to be gracious in victory and a healer of our nation’s wounds, Mr. Ingraham decided instead to show the Bahamian people last Saturday night on Clifford Park that he is the same vindictive, vicious, divisive and victimizing Prime Minister of old.  This is not what he promised in the election campaign.  

He said he was a changed man.  Clearly that was a lie.  This is the same old Ingraham.

It is simply unacceptable that with the General Election as close as it was, and with the electorate almost evenly divided between the PLP and FNM, Mr. Ingraham would still seek to sow further division and discord among the Bahamian people, rather than trying to bring them together.  

It is clear, however, that Mr. Ingraham simply can’t help himself.  After all these years, he has still not learned the first thing about statesmanship.  In contrast to his behaviour on Saturday, the public will recall that following our landslide victory in 2002, I was at pains, as Prime Minister, to heal our nation’s wounds and to foster national healing and reconciliation. 

I did so over and repeatedly in each and every statement I made and I refrained from making the kind of provocative and thoughtless comments that were uttered by Mr. Ingraham when he spoke on Saturday.    

In his speech, Mr. Ingraham:

· effectively fired two radio personalities for their political opinions; 

· foreshadowed the removal of Permanent Secretaries, presumably for the same reason;

· threatened criminal prosecution of PLPs in connection with the Election;

· threatened a fresh General Election if the PLP sought to exercise its legal right to go to the Election Court;    

· vowed to break agreements legally entered into by the outgoing government; and

· generally spoke in a manner that was unnecessarily divisive, ungracious, and provocative.  

All that in just one speech – and only two days after being sworn in as Prime Minister!

It is particularly interesting that Mr. Ingraham has now sought to demonize me.  This, however, is nothing new.  The record will show that he has done it before.  

Mr. Ingraham’s comments about me not being a democrat are too ridiculous to merit a reply.  His comments are self-evidently false.  They are also downright stupid.  I will leave it at that.

As for Mr. Ingraham’s allegations about electoral abuse on the part of the PLP, this is a tissue of lies.  It is calculated to divert attention away from the fact that the use of money in this election by the FNM was on a magnitude unmatched by any previous election in our history.  And Mr. Ingraham knows this to be so!

Further, Mr. Ingraham must now live with the reality that he is the first-ever Prime Minister of a government elected with a minority of the popular vote – 49.8% to be exact.  This has never happened before.  

Thus, while Mr. Ingraham may now represent all of the people of the Bahamas, he cannot claim to have been elected by a majority of them.  On the contrary, the majority of the electorate voted against him.  Mr. Ingraham should bear that in mind as he moves forward.

As for Mr. Ingraham’s threat to call another General Election, I assure him that that is no threat at all.  On the contrary, it is a welcome prospect.  

I therefore assure Mr. Ingraham that the PLP will be in a state of maximum readiness whenever he feels the need to return to the people.  Indeed, the intensity of the opposition that will be mounted and sustained by the PLP in Parliament - and outside of Parliament - will oblige Mr. Ingraham to call another General Election within the year – an Election that he is certain to lose if the speech he made on Saturday night is an indication of how he intends to govern.    

As for Mr. Ingraham’s threat against Steve McKinney and Phillippa Russell of ZNS, this is nothing short of disgraceful.  This is rank political victimization of the worst kind.  It is an obscenity.  It is also flagrantly unconstitutional.  

It is a national and international embarrassment to have the Prime Minister of a sovereign democratic country engaging in this kind of uncivilized political thuggery from a public platform.  

He should be ashamed of himself.  In any case, Mr. Ingraham will not succeed in his attempts to silence and to victimize those who hold opposing political opinions.  We will see to it that he does not succeed, as I am sure, the courts of our country will.    

Finally, Mr. Ingraham’s comments concerning BTC are a complete and utter and wicked lie.  The record clearly reflects that the process to privatize BTC was entirely transparent and led by a broad negotiating committee.  Mr. Ingraham knows this.  The BTC negotiating committee was led by the Financial Secretary, a public servant.  Mr. Ingraham knows this.  The negotiating committee comprised experts from the private sector and representatives of both BTC unions.  Mr. Ingraham knows all of this; and yet he lied and you can only conclude that he lied for the purpose of further demonizing the PLP and further dividing the Bahamian body politic.  This is disgraceful and divisive treatment of an issue of national importance.  
And let me also completely deny the published rumours that Franklyn Wilson and/or Bradley Roberts are a part of the group that is interested in buying BTC.  That is a complete lie, a malicious fabrication.

As we make the transition from Government to Opposition, we are determined to perform our new constitutional role vigorously and responsibly. We are determined to learn from the mistakes of the past and to prove ourselves worthy so that whenever Mr. Ingraham calls an Election, the Bahamian people will return the PLP to power for the good governance of The Bahamas.
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The Prime Minister is trying to change the subject.  He knows full well that what is at issue is his blatant victimization of Steve McKinney and Phillippa Russell for espousing political opinions that he has a difficulty with.  The punitive action that has already been taken against Mr. McKinney – whether it is suspension or termination really does not matter – shows that Mr. Ingraham has already made good on his public threat to remove Mr. McKinney from the airwaves, as indeed he has done with Ms. Russell as well.  

This is a flagrant breach of the right to free expression guaranteed by our constitution.  It is also a classic example of discrimination based on political opinions which is also outlawed by our Constitution.  Even more fundamentally, Mr. Ingraham’s conduct in this matter has no place in a civilized society.  It is, I repeat, political thuggery of the worst kind.    

Mr. Ingraham can throw up as many smokescreens as he likes.  He can talk all he likes about which contracts Mr. McKinney may have with different Government departments or corporations.  That is simply Mr. Ingraham’s way of trying to divert the attention of the Bahamian people from the fact that he has been caught out – and caught out very badly – just days into his new administration.       

We call upon Mr. Ingraham to rescind the punitive action that he has taken against Mr. McKinney and Mrs. Russell.  We further call upon him to publicly withdraw the threat of victimization that he publicly made against these individuals on Clifford Park.  We further call upon Mr. Ingraham to desist from victimizing anyone for holding or espousing political opinions he doesn’t like.

Surely it is not asking too much for the Prime Minister to simply obey the constitution and deport himself according to law, and that he respect the rights and freedoms of others.
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