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On the scene of a significant fire Saturday 2 June, 2007 at Party Headquarters at Gambier House

I was called this evening to say that Gambier House was on fire and that was of tremendous concern to me because only on Saturday last at our thank you rally I had indicated that there seemed to have been an attempt to set afire to Gambier House, so coming here and seeing it is proof positive that something had happened.

Obviously the police and firemen must investigate this.  I hope that they would conduct a very quick and effective investigation because there will be continued speculation as to the cause of this.  I am very concerned about that because PLPs would feel that they have been the victims of these unexplained interventions; one the shootings at my mother-in-law’s home in the compound in which I live; two the event that took place here that I think the police are now investigating and that appeared to be an attempt at arson and now this evening, where you have this fire.
The damage appears to be limited to the front part of the roof.  There is a lot of smoke damage; a lot of water damage; and – quite frankly – we need obviously to replace almost the entire front section of roof at Gambier House.
Q. What do you say to your supporters who may be incensed and angered by all of this?

A. Clearly that it is not a time to react or overreact as the case might be.  It is obviously time for concern, but we must not cause there to be a further deterioration in the obvious divisions that exist politically in the country today.  Throughout the elections campaign and after the election campaign, I had purposefully called for restraint and calm and healing.  Obviously it is my job to continue to do that as Leader, but we are looking to the authorities to help us.  I felt constrained on Saturday to refer to the shooting at my home, with a view to ensuring that people understand that these are serious developments in our country that must be controlled and must be contained and eliminated if possible.

I am thinking that the leadership of this country would truly understand the times in which we live; that these things are happening.  I would hope that the Prime Minister understands his responsibility in trying to call for peace and calm in this country.  I continue to do so.  This is a very, very serious matter for us.  And now I can tell you that – like everything else – it will not deter us at all.  We will move to continue with the business of ensuring that the organization is seen to be a very strong organization in the country and that we will not allow this to interrupt us; not for one day.
I am sure that our supporters will come behind us and that the country will come behind us because they know that we are a very important arm of the democracy in our country and that this is not the kind of thing we want to happen in our country.  That is why I am hoping that the police could reach some conclusion as quickly as possible so that at least we may point the investigation in the right direction.

Q.  Are you pleased with the way in which they responded, with tonight’s response to the fire; are you pleased with that?

A. I must say that I was not here when the firemen arrived.  There has been some talk about whether or not there was access to water; and water at the time. But – again, quite frankly, whilst I was here – they’ve worked hard; they’ve worked effectively; they worked efficiently and that is their job.  I am not going to second guess them on their job.  You would have to ask them whether they had some obstacles like limited access to water; I don’t know.

Q. Mr. Christie, this building is somewhat of a museum to the Progressive Liberal Party since its formation.  Are there some things, some invaluable things that may have been lost in this fire, have you been able to assess so far?
A. We have not yet been able to assess that.  The one thing I tried to look for immediately was a wonderful painting of Sir Lynden Pindling that I moved out of the building to a vehicle.  But as to documents and papers that we had in Gambier House, we would have to make that assessment in the morning.

The police will be treating this as a crime scene.  Most certainly for the purposes of their investigation they will have security here for the rest of the evening and until they finish their investigation.  So, whenever we get access to Gambier House sometime tomorrow we will make the assessment to what exactly is the extent of the damage.

I should say again to all PLPs out there that, yes, you have every right to be concerned.  Yes, you must call us if you need further information, but in the meantime, wait until you hear from us.  Just relax insofar as you can; this matter is in the hands of the law enforcement authorities and – obviously – we have confidence in their ability.
Q. Do you believe that this fire is connected to the attempt that happened two weeks ago?

A. I would not be telling you the truth if I didn’t say that I have felt that there was an effort to intimidate the Progressive Liberal Party.  When we saw, and the police pointed out additional bullet holes in the walls of the compound in which I live and then found the remnants of the bullet there, then I knew that it was very serious.  The police have been investigating that; they have had – as I understand it – some leads in the investigation.  Neighbours; some video cameras, so they have a very serious investigation going on with respect to that and to me that was proof positive that there was an attempt if only to intimidate.  The difficulty is that when you’re dealing with where people live, then that is also an attempt to do more than intimidate.  It could cause a loss of life or most certainly injury.  That is why it is very, very serious.

When I said on Saturday night that there was an attempt to light a fire here at the front door, little did I anticipate that I would be here several days later to see that there was a further attempt that succeeded at causing damage.  I am not going to say that I know the cause of this fire.  I am not even going to speculate.  The police will determine whether it was arson.  I will tell you, though, that all of us here feel very dismayed over this and that this is something that we know it will be difficult for us to cause our supporters not to believe that this was an attack on the PLP.
We know that it is difficult, but as the leader I have to act responsibly and call for responsible responses.

--  end  --
