
Blankenship should stay out of our Business 

 

As a Bahamian, I was extremely irritated by the article in the Friday, September 

2nd, 2006 Tribune.  It was one of the most egregious examples of meddling in the 

internal affairs of The Bahamas that I have ever read. 

 

There, on page three, former United States’ Ambassador to The Bahamas, Mr. J. 

Richard Blankenship, decided to expound on the part he believes the Hon. 

Allyson Maynard Gibson, Attorney General of The Bahamas, played in the recent 

extradition of Samuel Knowles to the United States.  His remarks regarding not 

only Bahamian policy, but Bahamian politics, as quoted by the Tribune, are 

beyond inappropriate. 

I  

Mr. Blankenship’s bully tactics, so detrimental to him and to the country he 

represented while Ambassador, are once again very much in evidence as he 

declares that the Hon. Allyson Maynard Gibson has “set the stage for her 

becoming Deputy Prime Minister.”  He further declares that the Attorney General 

has, in his opinion, “emerged as a possible future Prime Minister.”   

 

Mr. Blankenship should be aware, as a former Ambassador and as someone 

who professes to know The Bahamas well, that it is not his business, nor anyone 

else’s, to be commenting on an ongoing court case.  Neither is it his business to 

be offering suggestions and predictions on the internal politics of the nation and 
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the governance and security of the country and its people.  To do so, as he has 

done, is a serious breach of international protocol.   

 

His comments on Minister Maynard Gibson’s future political position are as out of 

place as would be those of a Bahamian official on the political future of Vice 

President Cheney or Secretary of State Rice.  In fact, if a former Bahamian 

Ambassador to the United States had made similar comments on internal U.S. 

affairs or Republican policy structure in a U.S. daily newspaper, it would be no 

less inappropriate and unthinkable. 

 

Although Mr. Blankenship’s current comments do nothing to promote the 

interests of the United States in The Bahamas, if truth be told, his remarks may 

provide an interesting and revealing glimpse of how those who are close to the 

Bush administration regard the sovereignty of The Bahamas.  

 

Today in The Bahamas we have an Ambassador from the United States, H.E. 

John Rood, who should be allowed to continue the fine job he is doing without 

any interference from someone whose questionable and controversial 

performance here in the same capacity left some Bahamians wondering just who 

our friends really were. 

 

I am offended by Mr. Blankenship’s cavalier attitude towards The Bahamas, its 

government and its politics.  I know that I am not alone in this response to Mr. 
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Blankenship’s remarks.  I would ask him to remember that, although The 

Bahamas is a small nation, the United States - and those who purport to speak 

for her - should not feel they can assume authority in our sovereign nation where 

they have none and make sweeping statements about our internal matters where 

they have no jurisdiction.  We may be small, but the United States would be 

hard-pressed to find a better friend in the community of nations.  I would not like 

to see the thoughtless, irresponsible remarks of Mr. Blankenship damage that 

very special longstanding relationship. 

 

 
Senator Philip C. Galanis 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


