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Mr. Leader, Deputy Leader, colleague MPs, ladies and gentlemen.
I of course accept the nomination to represent the Progressive Liberal Party in the next general election.  I thank you for your confidence in me and I will continue to do my best.
Tonight, on accepting the nomination, I  want to dedicate this evening to my late friend and brother Kermit Rolle who so wished to be around when the PLP came back to power but sadly died last week.  He was Mr. PLP himself and for me gave identity to the African struggle for freedom in the modern era in this country.  It is a struggle with which I fully identify and one that  embrace.  I will work to win for him and for all the tens of thousands like him.
Amongst them is Samuel Ferguson who grieved like there had been a death in the family  when we lost in 2007.   All his children  and his widow support us in Fox Hill. You have so kindly agreed to make his widow Essie a Stalwart Councilor. 
So much was he PLP that Mr. Ferguson when  he heard Obie Wilchombe say from a public platform shortly after the loss in 1977 to stop buying The Tribune, that he immediately stopped buying the paper and to his death refused to have it in his home.
For three years now going on to four, I have like the verse says in Corinthians have been looking through a glass darkly.  When I was in my 20s, 30s and 40s I could see the future.  I cannot see it now.   I am operating on instinct.  That too has served me well.
That instinct tells me that moving forward is not a complex act.  You put the right foot, forward and then the left and soon you will be at your destination.  In the words of Patrice Lumumba “Forward ever! Backward never!”
There is a favourite  line that I have in a song from Crosby Stills Nash and Young: “ the darkest hour is just before dawn.”
People of faith say: “we must work while it is day; night comes when no man can work.”
So what does this all mean.
We expect to win in Fox Hill.  We expect it will be a scrap.  We expect that  it will be hard fought but we expect to win.  We may not see just how, looking through that glass darkly but we will work now because night comes when no man can work.
I thank tonight my whole constituency team: our branch Chairman Charlene Marshall and all the officers, members and supporters in Fox Hill.  Each over the last few days have e mailed their support.

I want to leave you with the message that I gave last night. 
If the PLP is to win, we must look not to the  grave but to the rising sun.  The young people have to be convinced that now is their time. We must win their hearts and minds. Thousands of other Andre Rollinses must make the PLP their party of choice.  How do we engage them; how to we help them to their Egypt moment?  How do we turn this thing over to them.
They are challenging us to become more aggressive.  I am with them but they need to be more aggressive and more engaged.  The country is being handed off to them.
Whether I like it or not by the effluxion of time, someone is identifying him or herself as I speak to take the job I have a MP for Fox Hill.  That is simply the way it is.

And so knowing that, the urgency of what I have to do and say  becomes all the more central, all the more essential, all the more urgent.  Of all things I would like to do as the next MP for Fox Hill is to restore the dignity in this country to being Bahamian, and not a second class citizen in your own land.  For stripping the Bahamian of his dignity that sin alone Hubert Ingraham must go. I have so much work to do and so little time to do it.
But we will fail if the young people are not with us and if the middle class which we created still do not trust us.
 The hymnist says:
The battle is long 
But triumph is sure
But rest comes last 
To those who endure
The rest that remaineth
The victory won
And dearest of all is you Captain’s well done.
I hope that we in Fox Hill will make you proud as we bring home the bacon in 2012.
Thank you. God bless you, the Progressive Liberal Party and God Bless the Commonwealth of The Bahamas.
PLP ALL THE WAY!
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